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This is the definitive reference and text for both mental health and legal professionals. The authors

offer a uniquely comprehensive discussion of the legal and clinical contexts of forensic assessment,

along with best-practice guidelines for participating effectively and ethically in a wide range of

criminal and civil proceedings. Presented are findings, instruments, and procedures related to

criminal and civil competencies, civil commitment, sentencing, personal injury claims,

antidiscrimination laws, child custody, juvenile justice, and more.
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Melton et al's Psychological Evaluations for the Courts has been an impressive text since the first

edition; with this (3rd) edition, I and am surprised to see an error in the description of the RRASOR

on p. 314. The Rapid Risk Assessment for Sexual Offense Recidivism is one method used to

evaluate sexual offenders for risk of rearrest or reconviction for a new sexual offense; therefore is

used in many legal cases where the liberty interest of a person for years to come may be the main

issue. This warrants an accurate review of the instrument, even if the review is only a few

sentences. Melton et al state correctly that the instrument is composed of only four items, then list

these as being prior offenses, gender of victim, age at release, and marital history. While marital

history is an item of the Static-99 (a different but related method for estimating risk of sexual

offenders), it is NOT an item of the RRASOR. The fourth item of the RRASOR is the offender's

relationship to the victim.The item "relationship to victim" is scored positive if the victim was

unrelated to the offender, and negative if the victim was a close relative. This is in keeping with



research that generally shows that a sexual offender who has offended only against a family

member - incest - is less likely to commit and get caught for another sexual offense than is an

offender who commits a sexual offense against an unrelated victim.This is an unfortunate error, as

the Static-99 item regarding marital history has been found to be the least reliable item to score and

is the one most frequently left out of research studies and is being left out of the next version of the

Static-99, the Static-2002.
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